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Editorial
Grappling with Contemporary Issues in Policing,
Intelligence and Counter Terrorism 
Welcome to this edition of the Journal which has a diverse array of articles from 
across the areas of interest to the Journal. 
David Baker presents a brief overview of differing historical patterns of the 
policing of dissent; then looks in detail at the styles of policing adopted in relation 
to three recent pubic protests in Australia: the World Economic Forum in 2000, the 
G20 meeting in 2006, and the APEC summit in 2007. In so doing he maps the tension 
between adversarial and coercive policing models on the one hand, and rights-based 
and cooperative models on the other. Baker raises a number of challenges in relation 
to the balancing of public order management (and police responsibilities within that 
framework) with expectations for freedom of assembly and the right to protest within 
a contemporary democracy. 
The contribution from Tim Prenzler and Rick Sarre examines developments over 
the past decade in private policing – specifi cally, the private security industry. They 
analyse a series of scandals and incidents that have beset the industry, identifying 
regulatory and industry failures and subsequent cycles of improvement and reform. 
The focus is on a number of incidents around Australia, but the lessons are applicable 
around the world. Their paper highlights the potential for private security activity 
to produce highly undesirable behaviours and outcomes, and the need for carefully 
designed and enforced regulation and monitoring, along with ongoing evaluation of 
the security industry culture. The paper provides a number of useful examples of both 
the industry and the regulatory system meeting and falling short of best practice.
In line with a renewed focus on the concept of ‘resilience’, Peter Rogers offers a 
critique of the U.K strategy to ‘Contest’ terrorism and its reformulation into a wider 
‘Prevent’ strategy. He argues that key concepts in public security strategies such 
as ‘Contest’ and ‘Prevent’ require a critical re-examination that situates them more 
directly in an ideological frame. Through an analysis of the various narratives and 
key concepts running through offi cial U.K . government policy, Rogers examines the 
idea of resilience and security from a governmentality perspective considering both 
public security and broader issues of social cohesion. His analysis encompasses the 
way discourses and narratives around counter-radicalisation strategies have effects 
for the way we think about and enact – and restrict – taken-for-granted democratic 
freedoms.
A common theme within these fi rst three papers is the need to carefully balance a 
range of competing issues and interests. While it is easy to see strategic management 
of the police function in a democracy reactively in terms of the headline-grabbing 
issues that come to our attention, each of these papers provides a different insight into 
the multifaceted ways that policing interacts with often taken-for-granted concepts 
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and practices in democratic societies. A common underlying theme in all three papers 
is the need to balance public order maintenance and security protection with the 
rights and freedoms that underpin a democratic way of life. Issues of regulation and 
control often interact with public accountability in complex ways. 
The focus of the fourth paper is much more specifi c but no less interesting from a 
public policy perspective. Kevin Monks’ contribution presents a personal perspective 
and analysis of the Australian intelligence community in terms of the challenges it 
faces, and its current structure and processes. Drawing on concepts from informatics, 
he proposes a new overall structure of organisations and responsibilities for the 
Australian intelligence community. The focus is on the possibilities that informatics 
opens up for a holistic, interoperable and multi-lateral security response, countering 
the layered and disjointed approach he sees with present arrangements. Given the 
centrality of information to the work of intelligence agencies, Monks’ work suggests 
the need for further attention on the issue of the interrelation between organisational 
structures and modes of storing, processing, and communicating information in and 
via computer systems. Appropriate structures and processes for information and 
knowledge management are clearly important both in terms of the need to modernise 
systems within the intelligence community and face new threats as well as old ones.
In the Forum section of the Journal we have two valuable case studies of recent 
terrorist events. We aim in this section to provide rigorous case studies and similar 
materials relating to contemporary events and issues in policing, intelligence, counter 
terrorism and security. As well as being of general academic interest, these case 
studies will provide useful resources in the teaching and learning context.
In the fi rst of these papers, Clive Williams examines the case of lone terrorist 
Faheem Khalid Lodhi (Abu Hamza), who was convicted of offences in relation to an 
alleged plan to attack the Lucas Heights nuclear reactor in Sydney. Williams’ outline 
of the case, the associations of Lodhi, and what is known about his background, 
reminds us that while much of the focus of counter-terrorist work is on organisations 
and groups, terrorist acts and plans can also be individual phenomena. Much more 
work needs to be done to better understand the motivations of potential terrorists who 
operate outside the frame of known groups.
Rohan Gunaratna’s paper looks at the truck bombing of the Islamabad Marriott 
Hotel (described in the paper as the “world’s most protected hotel”) in 2008. Whereas 
the focus of Williams’ case study was on the convicted perpetrator, this case looks in 
detail at the actual events in order to tease out issues for hotel security. As a number 
of incidents over recent years have shown, hotels present something of a target-
of-choice for terrorists – Gunaratna describes them as ‘second embassies’, now 
that security measures at offi cial embassies have made them much more diffi cult 
terrorist targets. The paper provides a detailed description of the events surrounding 
the Marriott bombing and draws out a number of issues and lessons for the future, 
suggesting the security paradigm needs to change to include more liaison with police 
and government agencies and more effort on consequence management.
All of the papers in this issue of the journal are of contemporary relevance to 
current concerns in many countries. As always, we encourage submissions of high 
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quality Australian and international scholarship in the broad arenas of policing, 
intelligence, counter terrorism, and security studies
CINDY DAVIDS
EDITOR
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